BO                       LABORATORY NOTES.
Add 10 c.c. of 0*88 specific gravity ammonia liquor.,
Mix the solutions in the flask.
Add, drop by drop, about 5 c.c. of magnesia mix-
ture (see p. 167). Stir the solution briskly, or agitate
the flask, while adding the magnesia mixture.
Cork the flask and shake it vigorously for about
two minutes. (While shaking the flask, press the cork
firmly to prevent its ejection.) This causes the forma-
tion of a finely crystalline precipitate of magnesium-
ammoniurn-phosphate (Mg(NH4)P04. 6H20).
Allow the precipitate to settle for an hour or two.
Decant the clear solution through a 12*5 c.m.
Swedish filter, and with dilute ammonia liquor wash
the precipitate into the filter. Collect the filtrate
(and washings) in a suitable beaker.
Wash six times with dilute ammonia liquor.
Test the last washings with acidulated silver
nitrate (see p. 170).
Wash two or three times with the dilute ammonia
liquor after all the chlorides have been washed out.
Dry the precipitate by placing the funnel, with
filter-paper and contents, on a filter dryer (Fig. 4,
p. L4<), covering with paper, and allowing to dry on
the hot plate.
Place the dried residue and filter-paper in a tared
platinum or porcelain capsule or crucible, and ignite.
The precipitate and filter should be thoroughly
dried, and the ignition cautiously begun, so as to avoid
highly heating the precipitate before the organic part
of the filter is burnt away. The precipitate should be
white (not grey) before removing the capsule to the
hottest part of the muffle, where it should remain for